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On Thursday, February 26, Governor Ritter annoumice@olorado Healthcare Affordability Act, HBO9-
1293 (JBC-sponsored bill), which would allow Coldoao leverage state funds to draw down additional
federal funds to provide coverage to more than@@uninsured Coloradans. The proposal also weelfa h
stem the rising cost of health insurance for bissias and families by addressing cost-shifting,adiee key
drivers of rising costs, without increasing thed®ir on taxpayers. By assessing a provider fee gypithads,
Colorado would generate an additional $600 milkoyear to provide coverage to the uninsured, aceive
$600 million in federal matching funds. The comiii$d..2 billion would cover more than 100,000 cutisen
uninsured Coloradans through Medicaid and the Gtéddlth PlarPlus (CHP+). The funds also would
improve hospital reimbursement rates for serviavied through Medicaid and the Colorado IndigeateC
Program (CICP).

More than 40 states have implemented this typératiegy for health programs, including more thars@es
that have hospital provider fees. Colorado passaohidgar law with nursing home providers in 2008(kse
Bill 08-1114, which was co-sponsored by then-RelpNAite (R-Hayden) and Sen. Jim Isgar (D-Hesperus))

The bill is sponsored by the Joint Budget Commijttkee bipartisan group of legislators that is resiale for
setting the state budget each year, and will bedniced next week in the House.

The Department’8Ahlborn” proposal, HB09-1191, Representative McCann andt8eBayd, passed on
third reading in the House 64:1. The bill wouléghgrour state statute into compliance with fed&al as it
applies to third party recoveries in tort and céguzases, limiting the recovery to only the metipartion. It
now moves on to the Senate.

Modify Colorado Cares Rx SB09-132, Senator Boyd and Representative Kerdjfras the Colorado Cares
Rx program and requires the Department to makenmdtion available to the public regarding the afaility
of lower-cost generic or discounted prescriptiomgdprograms. The bill passed in the House andbaill
introduced in the Senate next week.

For more information about legislative activitidegse contact Ginny Brown 303-866-3972 or Nicole
Storm 303-866-3180 or access/w.colorado.govo search the General Assembly Web site. A
legislative report will be updated weekly on ourWMgtewww.colorado.gov/hcpfunder Research and
Partners, Legislative Information, Legislative Utela

“The mission of the Department of Health Care Policy & Financing is to improve access to cost-effective, quality health care services for Coloradans”
http://www.chcpf.state.co.us



